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1. DURING MEETING WITH DEPSECDEF CLEMENTS ON 24 JULY, SOM- 
ALI AMBASSADOR ADDOU REPEATED HIS INVITATION FOR US NAVAL 
SHIP VISIT TO A SOMALI PORT IN NEAR FUTURE. DEPSECDEF MEN- 
TIONED THAT USS LASALLE COULD VISIT DURING PERIOD 9-12 
SEPTEMBER . 

2; ADDOU WAS ENTHUSIASTIC IN SUGGESTING THAT SUCH A VISIT 
WOULD HAVE QUOTE POSITIVE RESULT UNQUOTE. HE SPECIFIED 
THAT LASALLE SHOULD VISIT MOGADISCIO AND NOT RPT NOT BER- 
BERA, SINCE THIS WAS FIRST VISIT IN A LONG TIME. 

3. ADDOU EXPRESSAD DESIRE OF HIS COUNTRY TO HAVE QUOTE 
BEST RELATIONS WITH THE US UNQUOTE, AND DESCRIBED PRESIDENT 
SIAD’S DESIRE TO QUOTE ASSURE SOMALI INDEPENDENCE UNQUOTE 
AND THAT SIAD WOULD LIKE TO SEE QUOTE RUSSIAN INFLUENCE 
GRADUALLY DECREASE WITH AN INCREAUE IN US PARTICIPATION 
UNQUOTE. 

4. ADDOU OFFERED TO ARRANGE FORMAL VISIT TO SOMALIA BY 

MR. CLEMENTS DURING DEPSECDEFS NEXT VISIT IN AREA. MR. 
CLEMENTS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION, BUT ASKED THAT ANY SUCH 
INVITIATION BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING OUTCOME OF SHIP 
VISIT. 

5. COMMENT: EMBASSY IS OF COURSE WELL AWARE OF ADDOU S 
BOUNDLESS ENTHUSIASM DURING PAST TWO YEARE FOR U.S. NAVAL 
VISIT. AND THAT HIS ATTITUDE HAS NOT NECESSARILY ALWAYS 
REFLECTED THAT OF HIS GOVERNMENT. IN THIS INSTANCE, HOW- 
EVER. SOMALI INVITATION FOR U.S. SHIP VISIT DURING 
AUGUST-SEPTEMBER TIMEFRAME APPEARS TO BE RESULT OF CON 
SIDERED DECISION BY SIAD. DEPT REALIZES THAT EMBASSY MAY, 
WITH GOOD REASON, HAVE FELT THAT BECAUSE OF MORE STRIDENT 
GSDR CRITICISM DIRECTED AT USG IN PAST WEEK OR TWO, 
INCLUDING STIFF FONMIN NOTE, TIME WAS NOT AUSPICIOUS TO 
CONVEY USG RESPONSE (REFTEL A) TO SOMALI INVITATION FOR 
SHIP VISIT. OR POSSIBLY GSDR IS DELAYING ITS REPLY TO OUR 
PROPOSAL. REQUEST EMBASSY REPORT ON STATUS OF U.S. PROPOS- 
AL FOR AUGUST VISIT BY USS REEVES OR SEPTEMBER VISIT BY 
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USS LASALLE, 

ND IF GSDR NOT YET APPROACHED, WHEN EMBASSY 
EXPECTS TO DO SO. THE NAVY. OF COURSE, NEEDS TO KNOW 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WHICH VISIT WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
SOMALIS IN ORDER TO COMPLETE NECESSARY ADVANCE PLANNING. 
TIME IS GROWING SHORT IF GSDR SHOULD DECIDE OPT FOR EARLIER 
DATE. INGERSOLL 
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